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CONGRES-IONAL.

DEFELRED DESATE.
MONDAY, MARCH 27, 1854,

SENATE.
EXECUTIVE NESSION.—HOMESTEAD BILL.
Mr. MASON. | move that the Senate proceed 10 the
consideration of execulive business.
Mr. WALKER | move that the Senate proceed to
\he consideration of the 1gm.l order.
The PRESIDENT. senator from Virginia [Mr.
Masox] has o mouon before the Senule.
Mr WALKER. 1 do not think n:
ator has precedence. 118w quest it,
as 1o whetber we shall postpone the special order or

W
"fve PRESIDENT, Thatis true.

M. WALKER. 1 wish that the Seonte may under
stand dstinelly what we ure voting upon  [is 10 post-

pe the specwl vider, which is the homestead bill, in
rder to proceed 1o the consideration of executive busi-
nees. 10 the Senate vote for thal motion, | shall not
rebel | but, at the same time, | prefer that the special
order shall take Rmuu.

The ?nxmt;ﬂn '!: Does the senator from Virginia
mation ?

the motion of the se
1 ’f ‘ A ', 1

withdraw hia
Mr SON. 1 do nol, sir. 4
Mr. SHIELDS | was about 1o appeal to the honor-

able senator to withdraw his motion, for the parpose of
allowing me 1o report, and ask the Senate to consider two
joint resolutions from the House, One provides for the
distribution of arms, and the other is explanatory of the
law regulating the number of cadets 1o 'be appointed to
the Military xudmy at West Point. | hope both will
be passed without any debate, 1 would state to the hon-
orable senator that the anxiety lor pussing one of these
joint_resoluti is on 1t of the ity of ap-
pninl.wﬁ cadets at this time 1o enter their classes,  That
resol ia in but a few words—there is no amendment
1o be made to it—and 1 hope the honorable senator-will
permit it 1o be passed thia morning, as | am very much
pressed by mem'ers of the House, and by the department,
to have it 48 L00N 88 poisible

Mr N. | should be gratified if | could aceede
10 the request; but [ eannot, for reasons which | sm sure

e sEntLr Wi 18,
Mr. President, [ should like

apprecial

Mr. DODGE, ol lowa.
very mueh 1o have an understanding as to some time at
which we can get the Senate to lake up the homestead
bill [fthere is 10 be a regular pitched battle hetween
the homestend bill and the eden treaty, or some other
matter of that sort not proper now to be debated, 1 wish
w0 know exactly when it 13 o come on, and o know it
s soon a8 posaible. | wish, in other words, to divide
ibe time, if the executive sessions are to be prolonged
much furtber, | make no announcement as to m{ par-
tinlity for either of those measures. [ um opani' for
one, and the other 18 nol & matter abowt which | am
privileged to spenk &t present.  What 1 wish is, a fair
divigion of the time between them ; and | want the {rienda
of the homestead bill now to bring ihemselves up, night
and morning, 10 ibe scratch, so that we shall test (he
matier before it 18 overstaugbed. ! know that that meas-
ure has been oversluughed in time past, under this sort of
pressure ; and | wish t warn itd friends that it will be
80 again, if they o not guard against it. [t has a great
many enemies that it onght pot 10 bave, and 1 am aston-
wshed that it should have them, We are to bave a severe
contlict forit; and if the execalive business is tor be pro-
longed lor a great period, 1 wish 10 divide the time of the
Senate between thut and the homeatead hill.

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, there s another
tll in regard to which | should like to make an inquiry
of my friend from fowa, as he is the chairman of the
Committe¢ on Publie Landa. 1 bave had, for some time,
before the committee, & bill granting cne hundred and
sixty wcres of land 1o each of the old soldiers, aud 1o their
descendants; and | want to know what has become of it?
| want a hiitle portion of the ime—not day and wight, as
the senator [rom lowa wants, but a small portion of the
ume of the Senate for the consideration of that bill. ~ Sir,
there are thonsunds, and tens of thousands, in 1he old
States who ure interested in it, and when we are congid-
ening homestead bills, and having them pressed upon us,
Iwish to inguite what has been done with the bill to
which [ vefer, which has been #o long belore the Com-
mittee on Pushe Lands of the Senate ?

Mi MASON. [ submit if this debate is in order, on
the woion 1o proceed 1o the consideration of execulive
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But there is another reason whiel | think appesls es
}m.uuly 10 all the frends of the meusure. | suppose the
riends of the measure wish 10 do (he greatest good to the
reatest number.  Now, | observe, by extracts from the
oreign papers, thuuht’e emigialion 1o \his couniry,
from di Herent countries ol Earope, will take place during
this spring.  The homestead bill, as it came from the
House, rrorldva by 114 terms only for those who are res-
idents of the United Sintes al the time of its pussage.
Hence, | would eay 1o my friend from lowa that the
longer he defers this measure the more homes will be
vided for the homeless, and the wore land for the land-
ens,  Then, Itrust | da got appeal to his philanthropy in
v when | ask him (o wait, anid to defer the measure
until the jaat day of the session, in order that you may
provide for all the German and other immigrants who
will crowd upon our shores duriog the spring and the
early part of the summer, and give all a home ; for it you
pase the bill now, all those w‘!m eonme hereatter will be
excluded, or they may be tempted 10 a erime which | fear
this bill may induce very commonly, that of perjury ; hat
f you will put itoff till tear the close of the session, they
may not be tempted o violale our luwa by commitling
perjury, and they will, at the same time, be brought
within the generons and whaolesome provisions of the

I trost, therefore, the senator will agree that this bill
shall give place to that of the honorable senator from
Californin. Task it for my own sake; because | say
that, without special inatructions, [ lh‘lh certainly vole
aguinst it Indeed, 1 do not know but that | shall be
construined o do so in its present form, even with in-
structions.  And | ask i1, furthermore, in order (har you
may provide homes for the jargest number

Mr. DODGE, of lows. | am very well satistied that
my friend from Alabama cannot bave read the Wil), or he
would not make the statement he has just made. [ un
derstand that be asserts that the homestend bill now pro-
vides for no other persona than are actually residents of
the United States at this time ?

Mr. CLAY. At the time of the passage of the bill.

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, Well, mr, [ think the bill has
a separate section direc'ed 10 meet the very case o which
the senator refers.

Mr. ADAMS. | think not

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. My [riend from Miemssippi,
who bas deserted us on this question, receives with ap-
probation the remurks of my friend from Alabama, and

sesaion at onee, of relused 1o go, without debate.

ol in open ; and yet
the hour discassing \he motion o
of the Committee on Foreign

&0 on
Relati

LTS
we cannol speak in public
rale shall be observed.
“The PRESIDENT.
viea shall be cleared, the rule 18 imperative, and
geant-at-arms is directed 10 clear (he galleries.
r. BADGER, 1 hor that order will not be made.
That rule of the Senate hae no applicati

the

eor s ol the

, or about to come un

u eenator e that

that the Senate shall be cleared,

Mr. RUSK. Should ihat be considered with open
doors is the question !

Mr.BADGER. No, sir; the question is on going into
executive seseion. The rule of the Senate is clear, that
when the Senate proceeds 1o the consideration of execu
live businees nluungnra shall be excluded. The other
rule applies to a_diflerent case altogether. The gquestion
is now on m motion for an executive session.

Mr. CLAYTON. If ever there was & question which
required secrecy this is one.  We are called upon to dis-
cusa a subject which we cannot discuss in public,

Mr. BADGER. Not at all. 3
Mr. CLAYTON. Undoubtedly we are. Clear the
gallerier, and [ will show you in five minutes why it in

ible to di this subject without staling matler

remedy all these things, when we get at the

ing such amendments us will meet the ease in s browdest

aspect. | propose, at least, o pul upon the statute-hook
such n Jaw as the whig party put upon it in 1841,

Mr. MASON. | am very reluctant to interrapt thie

. but it is manifest that the debate is now pro-

igeldmz upon the merits of what s called the homestead

il

Mr DODGE, of lowa. 1 ouly wish to reply very briel-
Iy 1o my triend from Alabama, and 1 will give way in a
moment. | wish to say that [ want to meet that wur upon
the foreign-born population of the country. I wish 10
know if those who come from the land of Lalayetie, and
Montgomery, and Steuben, and Pulaski, are 10 receive
now, at the hands of the American Congress, and the
democratic party, that war which federalism has waged
upon them from the day of the organization of parties
down to thistime? | want to place upon the statute-
book that law just as it now exisis in the pre-emplion
laws of the land—that is to say, | wish i to provade for
those who are now residents, and such as shall signify
their intention 1o become citizens. The poor German
emigrant who lands at New Ocleans, or New York, and
warks his way three thousand miles up the Mississippi,
with his family, and goes into Nebraska, or Kansas, ot
Minnesota, to work your roads and fight your battles, is
the man whe 15 identified with you in every way ; and
for him | want a bomestesd, avd | trost | shall get it
[t the bill is nol now &0 worded as 1o give it, we shall
have it so amended, il we have the power,

Mi. WADE called for the yeas and nays.

Several SenaTors.  Oh no; that s not necessary

Mr. WADE [ withdraw theeall.

Mr. BROWN. [ renew it. As this is a trial of
strengib, | wish 1o know who is for the homestead bill,
and who is aguinst 1t.

The ff“ and nays were ondered,

Mr RUSK. [ do not regard this vote as any such test
as the senator from Missiesippi chooses 10 make il—as a
controversy between the homestead bill and anythin
else.  The homestead bill i bere, and can be I!Ielldeﬁ
to at any time. | think the argument 1s unfair.  An ap-
peal is made 10 the Inends of the homestead bill to the

announces that it has nol such u provision. | propose lo
I.-illf. by offer-

detriment ol o guestion upon which we cannot talk hen,l
and which some of us regard as very important, and op |
which action ought to be taken shortly ]
Me. BROWN. | know of no measure whatever he-
fore the Senate anywhere, which [regard as of more |
importance than the homestead bill | caonol go so far |
as some other sennlors, and say that [ will vote for that
bill in any form in which it may he prescoted ; but | do
say that & bomesiead bill which shall provide homes for |
those who are homeless, is, in my mind, the moat impm-:
some time: snd be: Bkb mist widy St yere Hitle srmastty tant matier whieh can come before the Senate. Senators
from il'*}l;ﬂti}‘ H;« I' can jnform him}howﬂ:r ﬁ:m hmli “r:' to puss hills ';:,” by "':’ I'é"“"' l:;”'[ fands ";

: . r - rdrond companies # are told now al wWe mas
e ot o et e i ol soblr | e oo, e o nd comiler &, g et (o o
may nol gel the advantage of anybody elsé, we propose | to the Pacific. That sort of legisiation i in order,
10 pass the homeatead bill, and give a homestead of one s3d may be called for a1 all times | but when you pro-
hindeed atid sixty adreE oF Bead Rt GaIY 5 aael of ru-e to do something which shall benefit everybody—the
themt, bat 1o everybods alacaand that, loo IY" addition 1o owly equally with the great—then there is slwuys some-
bt thev. by p ‘:d bt Some ' of them bave re. | INIDE more imporiacs than ihat I trust that the Senate |
eeived lll‘l}d l:r Iiv: :nin:ms! nrrilu‘ u?hrni for ten min- will consider 'this voie %0 8 coutest belween the twg |
Tt for an Boue, eF for oae dui'e seivice: shd we|easaren. Letos say whether it js more imporiant |
megoas 10 Gi% I:‘ 28 ot thiun, mad 13, their swidaws, and | '8Kke Up the homestead bill and give it some short eon- |
thelr lnnlgan: m‘T‘ n: h.ler' % 1 Boameniad” BHY sideration—put it under way, | do nol ask to have it con
o humlr;ni d .': ?‘ [:;” Colens thi “Mmr' ud-"ul_ o the exclusion of executive husiness, or 1o the
s particulas ': to“lg .21:;:“ in whlca they shull et extlusion of everything elae, but that it may have some
bttt ooe Busdsed ln:dlty acres, he need u!!l press his :"nﬁ"i“'“u"'l'" :': t"l '”“:‘d 4 ‘L"F' ool bt 'l.hmh
", h . . e overslaughed, from day to day, by everything

old-soldier bill very strenuonsly, but let him vote lor | 0 grntlenien muy s&y is ‘r"fm shan |hi,n. 3

basiness i h

Tue PRESIDENT. The Chair is of opinion that 1t is,
Gentlemen have a right 10 show reasons why the Senate
should wot proceed to the eonsideration of execulive
basiness

Mr WALKER  The senator from Pennsylvania asks
what bas becore of his bill to give to each of the old
saldiers one bundred and sixty acres of land ? 1 do not
think anybody will complain of bis lack of assiduity in
pursuing that matter. He bas been pressing at the beels
of every land il which las been before Congress for

| ;
the individasl interest of every man in the whole conntry

finitel . tant {b il of th it I want 10 see somothing done for this class. | want 1o
el y “::;" ‘2 E’h’: “":': o ok “:I"';I‘“ T”r l' 101 sae the government do thut which it lias already ton long
and ‘::“‘“.:'" :\thv“::nm‘! “”':‘n :“l d:. "f“' ucI:;: | delayed doing.  And much ns | respect the opinion of my
ool i : ‘rri" e it “}‘hlcﬁ- .wuli S distinguished fiiend from Texas, | must say that, in my
ihe specinl order for this day, jroviding for the :;m. {::‘l‘;'l‘r:h:r : ed thix morning, this vote
struction of & railrond 10 cotinect the walers of the Mis | g = s 1
; ! y sysull | can say that | do not mean, it the homestend

TPy "“: Illh“,I 'Pmﬂl." ocen | | {‘m“”' r"’: "I'_'r 'h.: bill shall be taken g, 1o insist that it shall be considered

came § l‘.ll'l “"'m'l IT .m e intt I‘: tlh.:\:| .;n:- to the exelusion of executive business, or to the exelu.

hn » m:. ouse 'o h.“““""‘?;‘"‘ eld i sion of any other matter, until decided ; but let us take |
I'h".lru 'm “,?”“_','h:“ .’..n . Ge ‘:m;: lmm"un:‘: it np, and show the country that we do niot mean 1o let it |

-

- t| wleep the sleep of death upon the table, bat that we mean

?‘:‘! hopohl;l:lo::"tiohum#efn:rr‘-‘ri:l"mtrnr:;;:-:::]w:g’_'.| m;’n o R'&i‘?nd "IIi“a“lwl;" good I;irkh. Ralye s
2 “'.. wion. | r SO & Senale we now that the hosj-
Ix::,‘,,:;.' ‘:m mn:.,p:.’ uh.;_hhilp;:.:l.r.u?w;.rp;li wpon d'*_"' ness for which we go into executive session is of a char.
i ey e a1 this austion. Fiie homentead | BeWr which, if itis not dane within a limited time, can-
oo g 0 thio poson, i Bomesies | Rot b done 1 al. “Thare s v Jnive fo g ba
Hinss II“:“‘.: t:“ 'I':::'I': '“'.“.I .:' lim: I'"I"" s :”m'_ proposition i eonflict with any measure before the Sen-
pete] L with ) | },'y ralt b 'I| ate, but there are reasone why we ebould unge the meas.
I bl o ooy o u B I extestied somion, becsub it dome Wit »

- 3 1 certmin period . it eennot be done st all,
?"lltl"ll.lle.ittﬂtiu: !rar:;'d:.l;::r;r];.:':rr;;lli:?d 1:::|m“"|"' { Me sHIELDS | wish to nek the honerable senator
-

winly nOU|geom Wiseonsin, and the honotable senator from lowas
o0d thin day week—to ark the Senaile 10 ke up ‘ap : i | v dstr. |
w diopone of hat SHiT) BONMNE Whii wey be in the | who have the homestead bill in eharge, il they are deste

| ous that it shall be broaght up for conmderation now?
r. DOUGLAS. | hope that some day will be agreed |

1t 8o, 1 ehall vote with them,
won on which we may ¢ the N 1 bill, Mr. WALKER, For mysell | can answer unequivo
*nd 1 hope it will be an early day, so a8 not to confliet

| eally that | am anxious that it should eome up now for
with the fuvorite measorm of my Fr'mn} fenm Californin—

| consideration
bt Pacific-rilroad Wil 1 do not knew why we éan-

Mr STUART. 1 bave attempied, -mawh:‘t inform.
5 1 1 W upon the suhjeet
pot make the homewtead bill the special arder for to-mor- | tlly tonsceriain tha views of stndiors upon )

of the hnmnlrn-!'hiill, ln:ii Il oan T;)'I. Iltn n considernble

AR g degree unsneorssfully ; and | should like now 10 sugiest

u" }':'m.;i'l& It in M,’*'h’ specialorder. bl (ﬂ‘"le senntor from Virgmia, the chairman from the Com-

. iy e TRGES Bogw e sy 'h’"""" with | o iites on Foreign Relations, whether he cannot agree

the Houee F 2 Ye1y imporiant mensure, 1t has passed | 30 oy 1g.morrow that bill may be eonsidersl. It we

yot had o o Representativen twice, hut we have never | ., come 1o such an agreement [ will vots togo into

re of .:,:,m' apon it in this body.  [thiok it is a meas. | oo0niive spesion now; butif we cannot, and if the dis.

e it a m;[:mw""'"' importance that we ought 10| opiion s 10 persiet every day in motions to go into exe

Eo not wish ‘m..-,_ and p g || tutive sexsion antil ihe husiness pending in that session
it Bl e t0ieefere with other business, but I hope | | giuunsed of, | ahall (sl compelled 1o vote agninst it.

M. C ,ﬂ""‘"é’: "‘;":‘:1‘"'; R APV b | willing, however, 1o compromise, and share (he time—

ey ]
m, why 1 ihink l\'ruq]d':: .hrl!rr'.m 'f.t“ b A | 1o ke & portion ?‘l itfor execative seanion, and a portion
1o of the homestead bll, and they are rewsons which

for the of the h . I; l::II. It Ta enn
:RI:IM appenl 10 the [riends of the measare. | do pot have some such wnderstanding, | sha very glad 1o
" 10 be one o1 e (riends, and if [ am ealled upon

vote now, wilsoml Turther dhrhn-ninn ol @
2 8 1o the inguir the senalor
:"."“: Ont, without inetructions, | shall certninly vole br. MASC m teply g g i
Wit Bat ] obwsrve, by the eaplions of the acts of

from Michigan, lei-:n n n,-—T L tvoss Vindiiie il
:lzl"'! slatn e of Alabama, which have been sent Lo e, Mo CUAETON, e g e e T
amerous tesolations and memotials 10 respect to

ve wag for a question of order. By the rulea of the
e Tande huve been adopted by 1hat body. My

nate 1t be provided (hat

tolleagon and m wel Y ' “ (a o moion made and secondad ta shit the doom of
l"‘Wﬂrulml o Ih:n {m:“ :dm '":1"'”! g "h"m fmwl'm the gn.:._ o the diseuselon of any business which may,
One of thg Eplace| adnareit 10 1He.chpl the opilion of k prembar, refaire seereor, tha Praslte
bl the }I "; may relute ta the ?" bill, an nearly ‘-..‘u 4 % frrpia ety \h‘\u::}«uhd. and, during the disons
I sad ande within the lmite of my Siate are stil) prbe :;::n.u;-.n;ll e ihowaors SR redain shac ™

10 el MPPTOptinted.  Honco | say @ reason personal

M"-':‘d” prompis ma o ask that this measure may be

which sbould have precedence, | give notice to the Sen-
wte anid 1o the country that there is another menaure in-

a-
4

T pursnance of this rule we have berstofore, accord.
ing 10 the old custom of he gone into executive

| BEssl

which cannot, under the rules of the Senate, be siated in
open session. [ there ever was a question which re-
quired r-ecrrcdy itisthis, 1 ineist upon the rale; and if
there is any difficulty about the technicality of the motion
| hope the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela-
lions will vary it )

Mr MASON. |1 vary it; and, in the language of the
rule, | move “1o ghut the doors of the Senate.”

Mr. SHIELDS. The question will then be upon that
motion.

Mr. MABON, Thisis the rule of the Senate :

the Benate on the discussion of uny business which mway, in
the opinion of & member, sequire secrecy, the President
shinll direct the gullery to be'cleared.”

The PRESIDENT. The rule is Bemn ory.

r Now, | beg to submit, if we are going
to reverse the tules of the Senate, | bave nothing to say ;
but I think we ought to know what we are doing, The
case provided for by the rale which has been read is a

It s
evident that & motjon of this kind canuol properly be dis
i | here by
{ the honorable chairman
f ( In order 10
discuss it properly, we bave to talk ol matters of which
1 insist, therefore, (hat the

1 the seuator asks that the galle-
Ser

: wt ull to u mo-
lion to go into execulive session. Ever sioce | have
been in the Senate, now eight sessiony, the guestion has
alwiys been considered open to discussion. Thal rule
applies to u cuse where a member of the Senute an-
nounces, in his place, that a certain subject uneddn; II;:
i

consideration of the Nenate, ought not 1o be considered
vacept with c doors  The %quh. by that rule, de-

clares that such respect shall be paid 1o the declaration of
before proceeding ,[nrlher. the doors

shail be closed. But au ¥ to p d
the Ideration of ive busi is not the case
contemplated by the rule. Who !ﬁn up here now and
suys there is o particular subject which requires that the
doors shall be closed ¢

The PRESIDENT,. The senator from Delaware.

Mr. BADGER. No, sir; the senator {rom Delaware
cannol suggest that, because the motion before the Sen-
ule i 1o p 1 to the ideration ol execulive buai-
ness.  Should that be adopted, another rule requires

YO a motion muade and sesonded 1o shat the doors of
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11 #o, the President of the Senute has no diseretion what
soever upon the sabject ; but any senator can ariee in his
nl;.:nh::l:ul: mui :l;e. upan un l-u '& noy nim;on. 1I|nr
v n resolution, anid compel the gulle
m:.:t'l“::.;:lmu‘d. ln‘:,::a doti’:n to be shat. w‘l‘ha: is the
o0 o put upon this rule.
_ Mr BUTLER. " Let us go into execulive session,
Phatis the beat wiy 10 dispose of the question.
Mr. SHIELDS, "As 1 Liuve alrendy remarked, I am
I_\rvtl'llilmj :o'g‘cruyzplo executive session, but not in this way.
}  nporlant questiot,
mbﬁm this consruction of the rule, any member of
this body ean, upon uny and all occasions, arise and com-
pel llwﬂhrln 10 be clenred and the doors to be shul.
M. SON. Undoubtedly ; that is the very pur-

pose of the rale.
Mr. BUTLER 1 & war was impendiog, 1 could arise |
upois my vesponsibility and move that the doors be ahul. |
Mr. CLAYTON, | will suggest to my (riend from 1l- |

lLinoig, that, unless this yole is enforced, any member of |
this Seonte can get up here and speak for seven weeks i
e cliooses while & war is im 1ng.

Mr. SHIELDS. That would be a singular abuse of a
rule which was intended for u wise ani salutery purpose,
but | think thet my {riend from Virginia would beter not
resort o it under (hese circumstances. | am willing to
&0 inlo caeculive seasion, bul not io Lhis way.

Mr. HAMLIN, 1 wish to say in a very few words
what in my o in relation to the decision of the
Chair, It seems to me that il senalors will look at the
rule, and look at (he action of the Senate, and at the
subject- matter now pending before the Senate, there ean
be no trouble in n:pr;:]n[‘m ruleor in understanding the
decision of the Chair,
sideration the ruling of the Chair, and the state of thinga
now existing in the Senate—that there can be no reasona-
ble doubt 1hat the Chair is right. Let us see what the ex-
isting stale of things is

e senalor from Virginia moves thal (he Senate pro-
ceed to the ideration o tive busi That is |
the pending motion. Tham‘ug from | [Mr. Duw:]

Wl‘

b

|

| seems 1o me—1laking into con- | De

ought not o be known to the publie, the Senate pays so
| much respect 1o the suggestion as 1o close the doors while
| discussing the motion whether that subject shall be dis-
| posed of ln eecrel session. In my judgment the two cases
|are provided for by two distinet rules, baving no refer-
| ence Lo each other; and if thisp ding is now adopted,
| we shall subvert the whole system upon whick the Sen-
ate has heretofore acted, und, as the senator from linois
suggests, we may be subjected hall a dozeo times a day to

18- .

Mr BUTLER. [ hope that all ol these matters will
h? ::fulml. Ithiok that they are taking up & good deal
of time.

e process i
gy gy donv of elenring the galleries and of shoiting the | mud
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it to the senmior whether \he ward * business” in that
rule is not completely met by the fuots ! Was not the
business of the Gadsden trenly under discussion ! Aud,
Ehi!Ti up, | beg leave to reply to my friend from North
Jarolina

Mr. DOPDGLAS. | cannot yield the floor for & reply.

Me. CLAYTON. | only wished to udy a word,

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 do not understand that the Gade-
den trealy was under discossion when this motion was

e

Mr. CLAYTON. Did the genticman hear the debate !
Mr. DOUGLAS. | Jo not think it could be before the
Senate. 1t was not a pending question, and therelore
was not before us, A motion was wade 10 proceed Lo

Mr. BADGER. 1do not want 10 di the g

of going into an executive seasion.  But | do object to the
senuior (rom Virginia applying this rule for (hat pur-
Ymm. I do not want to subyert the practice of the Senate.
am ready 1o vole for & seerel session.

Mr. BUTLER. 1 understand that the senator from
Nouth Carolin opposes the motion 1o go inio executive
session upon the ground assumed by the senator from Vir-
ginia, .

¢ Me. BADGER  Oh, no; I donot. |i my friend will
allow me, the senutor from Virginia is nght—when we
close the doors we are not in executive session. We
shall then have 1o debate the question in secret sessicn,
whether we will go into executive session, . That is the

rale
Mr. BUTLER. | wish to makeu single remark, Sup-
wose that the senalor from Viginia were to go to the
‘resident’s House, asthe organ of the Committee on For-
eign Relations, after having communicated with the Siate
partment in relation 10 some malters that have taken
place in Cuba—in relation 1o questions deeply involving
the bonor and interest, and tequiring the prompt action,
of thia government ; and suppose he were 1o rise
and say that a communication has been made by the
President, which now lies upon your table, and, upon his
ponsibility as a senator from Virginia move mwe
g0 into executive session, and that the galleries be cleared:

mmguta. us a why the not p

to ihe id of ive that there is a
lana bill, known as the ** homestend bill,” which should
be conmidered this morning, The senator from Califor-
nin [Mr. Gwin] et Ihat there is abill known as the
* Pacific railroad bill,” and the - senator irom Panmzlu-
nia [Mr, Rropueap] suggests that there is another hill—
all subjects of a legislative cliuracter, which ought to be
considered, Now, 1o discuss this question fairly and
Inil{, in_ order to determine with propriety whethier we
shall remain in legislative session and act upon those
measures, or whether we shall go into executive ses-
siot, no matter for what purpoge—it is an executive pur-
pose—ikis rule applies, and it is for that precise purpose
that it was made. Nol that we are 1o go at once inlo
executive session, bat, if the motion is made 10 close the
doors, the President orders the gallery to be cleared, and
then we discuss lairly, withou! apy restraint, the ques-
tion whether we will proceed to executive dl.lli.il. or
whether we will § to the discharge of legislative
dutes. When you have thusapplied this rule, you have
the question so presented to you that you can di the

rtainly, Le would have a right to have them cleared, for
tke purpose of considering that matter. And I may be
permitted 1o say that matiers are now before the Senate,
in reference to this matter, that ought to have been dis-
cussed in secret session, 1f my [riend from Virginia wer:
to come forward and say that new developments have
been made, that reguire ua to take action upon subjects
that bave been discussed, and which required an execu-
tive session, and to eay, | move that we go into execulive
session npon my responsibility, becuuse there are matters
which require the despatchiul action ol the Seoate, |
take it that 1t ought p be within the purview ol that rule.

e has said #0.

Mi. BADGER, (in hisseat) No, sir ;1 thisk not.

Mr. BUTLER. He hassaid upon his responsibility
that he helieves that the public interest requirea us to
g0 inlo executive session, and he makes the motion that
the galleries be cleared. | hope 1hat senators will take
mi advice, and withdraw all motions, one way or \
other, and go intu executive session without further de-
bate. | move, Mr. President, that we go iato executive

propriety of one course as well as ihe propriety of the
other. Inle we are in legislative seasion, we can only
discuss the propriety of p liog 10 the disch of

vand by i o 1 think, we can end
all dilgale.
Mr. BADGER. 1 have no objection to an execulive

legislative, and not of executive duties. That 18 my
view of the rule.
Mr. BADGER. | think, sir, that the attempt ol my
friend from Maine ugnn this subject has not been
at

case where nsubject is under in the

and a senator suggests that that subject ought not 10 be
considered exeept with closed doors. This is a motion
to go into executive session A senator way say, “Why,
there is no subject before the Senate but thal motion.”
Wha! subject is there here! Are we going 1o reverse
the rule, and say now that any gent'eman may clear the
galleries at his will and pleasure, and have us go into se-
cret session without taking the sense of (he Senale ¢ By
this eourse we should place ourselves in a very singular
situation.  Itis the first time that any such atlempt has
been made in sight sessions of the Senate that I have been
here.

Mr MASON. 1donot meanto vary the usages of the
Senate, but to wvail myseif of the roles of the Sepate 1o
et at the discussion of important public business, which
requires that the doors shall be closed.

Mr. BADGER  What is the * business” before the
Senate ! :

Mr. MASON, | move * 1o shat the doors of the Sen-
ate ;" and | understand by the rules that when that mo-
tion is made, and when in the opinion of the member
making it the discussion ol the business brought before
ihe Senate should be in secret, the President of the Sen-
ate is 1o direct the galleries 1o be cleared.

Mr. PETTIT. But we shall not then be in executive
on.

Mr SHIELDS. Will the sepator from Virginia be
good enongh 1o specify the subject on which he bases that
motion ¢

Mr. MASON. | will ecommunicale it o the senator
with great pleasure, bul o him only in secrecy.

Me SHIELDS
Senate. | understand that the rale which has been read
i}

o
Me. RUSK. [ call the senator to order.

Mr SHIELDS. | am in order; [ am arguing & point
ol order.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of opinion that as
w00t as & motion is made to shut the doors it is the duty

of the Char to direct the gallery 1o be cleared

Me SHIELDS. | appesl trom that decision, and |
wish 10 state my grosnd-, briefly, lor the appeal.

Mr. BUTLER. I hope all these technicalitios will be
put aside, und thut we will now go inlo executive session;
us we have not a long time 10 be detaised, and L hope we
shall not take up the homestead bill at this hour of the
day. The homestead bill seeme 10 be a popolar measure,
and it ig likely 1o be taken up for covsideration. There
is no ditfienlty upon that subject—none st all. 1 agree

and all matiers of that kind—thst require despateh ; and
whenever the Exevutive sends a communication to the
Senale, requiring the Senale 10 deliberate upoy sueh sob-
jects, they have slways, sceording to usage, been consil-
ered as privileged questions, | hope, thetefore, that we
may go nto executive seesion. | feel no great interest in
these gquestions |
the constitutional usage, nnd, | think, the sale usge—ol
thie body s, at least, 10 consider those matters first which
requite despalch, and which ought to be disposed of at
ones

Mr SHIELDS. | will now state what [ undersiand
1o be the meaning and purpoit of this rule.  Whena sub-
Ject arinen before the Sonate, by aceident or otherwiss,
which some circumstances ‘mwnlg’uul ol onr relations,
ubroad or at home, may requice to be considered in ssorot
senmian, then a senator may make this motion. But (s isa
case where a molion (s made 10 go inlo execulive session
and that motion must be considered and voted upon in
open session. |t ean neither be considered nor voted upon
10 eeCrel sesson

Mr. BRODHEAD. [ arise to a guestion of onler. |
wiah to mguire whether debate upon an appeal from the
decimon of 1the Chair in in onder ?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is of the
aprinion thit it s,

Mr. SHIELDS, | have stnted, Mr, President, that in
my opinion, from hearing the rula read, the meanmg and
intention of that rule is that the sabject must be one that
ought to he eonmidered in secret session, or ane that a
senator miy think dught to be considered in secret ression
Bat il the sabject is evidently one that must secessarily
be considered in open session, then | ihink that the doors
cannol be closed ; and why? There is & molion made 10

o into seerat session, and wa mast vole on thal motion.
re we Lo vole upon it in secret of in open session ! Most
certainly we are to vole upon it in open session Now,
every map whogives a vole in open session ought 1o be
allowed 1o give s reasons for that vole in open session. 1t

But | want it communicated to the |

1
1

1

ful in showing he senator from Illinois is not
An atténtion 1o two rules of the Senate will, |
By the

right,
think, remove all ditheulty upon this sobject.
41st rule of the Senate it is provided ;

“When acting on eonfldentinl or executive business, the
Hennte shall be elearcd of ull persons except the Secreiary,
the prinelpal or the executve clerk, 1he Sergeant-nt-anms
wnd Doorkeeper, wud the Assinant ﬁnurkepm."

The Senate, therefore, has a general standing rule,
that, when it procesds to the eonsideration of executive
buginees, sirangers shall be excluded. Now, a gentieman
arises and moves thut the Senale Emceed to the consid-
eration of executive business. That is the question now
belore the Senate.

Mr. MASON. Notnow

Mr. BADGER. Certainly ot js.

Mr. MASON. | moved, inthe precise terms of the 15th
rule, 1o shut 1he doors of the Senate,

Mr. BADG Yery well; 1ake it tha
Then, theie is no question  before the Senate. | here s
no subject belore the Senate. A senator arises in hia
place, wnd says that he moves Lo shut the doors of the

way

Mr. STUART. If the appeal from the decision of the
Chbair is withdrawn, | bave nothiog to say ; but if [ am
10 be called upon to vole upon the appeal, | wish to state
in a few words the construction which [ give 1o this
rule ; and, for the purpose of giving my views completely,
1 will read i+

O amotion muade and seconded o shar the doors of
the Senate on the d ol any L wh'wII:‘ may, in

the consideration of executive business. The purpose
mg have heen to confirm the nomioation of a consul at
Dublin, or a anlwular in some place. The question
wiLs, aimpl{. shall we procesd to the consideration of
execitive business? It was aol *“ business” that was
under tecussion. There war no busness before us; it
was u motion to proceed Lo the consideration of business.
Thereloge, this is not a cuse to whic an application of
this rule ean wade. This rule applica to cases
where there is business pending and under discnssion.
A member rises in his place and suggesis tha\ the dis-
cussion is not proper in open on. Upon that
suggestion Le ean have the doors closed until the
propriety of its consideration in oven session or closed
session can be determined, Otherwise, any senator can
break up your sessions at any time a tion
that the public interest requires an executive pession
and asking to have the doors closed for that & sand
when zou el into executive session it ma; ound that

the public interest refere was LLe con n ol an
Indian agent among th manches. A senator may
He wants the

think that is a matier of greatl importance.
Indian agent confirmed. Perhaps he is going howe, and
it is important in his estimation that the confirmation
sbould be made. Now, s it possible hat such,a con-
atruction shall be given to the rule that one senator can
overrale the whole Senale, and hreak up al any time the
discusaion that is going on, when, perhaps, after closicg
the doora, it is dise { that the business is yery imma-
terial and unimJ)arunt? In regard to the present business
to be transacted in executive session, | do nol pretend bat
that it is important ; but [ am showing whal may be the
ractical result of the rule if this construction is pat upon
t. [thiok the rale must be resiricted to puuh:s ques-
tions upder discussion at the ime the motion is made, and
then the only question will be the prapriety of that dis-
cussion taking place n open or iu secrel session,

3 . 1f T couid be surprised at any differ-
ence of opinion RMOnNg men upon aAny subject, 1 certainly
should be surprised at the opinion expressed in reference
to thia rule by the senaior from North Carclina [Mr.
Bapcer]and  the senator from Hlinois, [Mr. DouGLas.]
It seems to me oo plain even for argument. I will con-
cede that there must be some business under discussion at
the time when the molion is made by any senator, on his

he | responsibility, to shut_the doors, stating that in his opin-

ion the business :a&:i'nd secrel discussion. Thesenator
from Illinois says this is a motion to go into executive
session, and that in not business, within the mmﬁ of
the rule. Upon what ground, w,u.ﬁy
what right, does he or any other senator itatall?
A mi.ianm:dn ?h.d' 10 l;-;:lo ::‘unﬁvq Besaion ;
il waa res on the 1 olher .

homestead or the -railroad bill—was entitled to
priotity over any business coming up in execulive ses-
aion. reasons offered on one side were, thal the
homestead bill and the Pacific railroad bill were import-
sty Tl grociiel s it ol
their reasons, an ere mig abun¢ -
8008 given why the business 1o be transacied in execu-

the opinion ol & . require P

¥, the
shall direct the galtery 10 be cleared, and :lurmq the dis-
cussion of such moton the doorsshall remain shur'

Now, sir, what is the business we have belore us!?
The businese of the Senate to which this rule applies is
a motion to go into executive session. Upon that busi-
ness, as defined by this rule, the senaior Irom Belaware
[Mr. Cravros] saysthar, in his opinion, the molion can-
not properly be di 1 in ion, and he aecord
ingly moves to shut the doors. Now, the rule is impera-
tive that as soon as that motion is made, the Presidi
Officer shall clear the galleries before it is discussed atnil,
As 00N as @ member rises and says, that on the particu-
lar busikess now before the Senate, I move 1o shut the
dours, there s oo discretion left in the Presiding Otficer
of the Senate, bat he ts to order the gallenes cleared and
\be doors closed.  And the rale then says that the doors
sbiadl remain shut while the Senate s discoasing that mo-

Senate.  Now, let us see if that belpe the state of thind ion—ihat is, the motion 10 shut the doors. And il the
case. The 18th rule, upon which this motion is found- | Senute, after hesring what the senator from Delaware
ed, is this: | has to say wpon the subject ol this motion, decides that it
“On u motion made, and s conded, 1 shut the doors of | is Dot necrssary 1o discuss the question in secret, of go-
the Senate, on the discussion of wny businen™ ing into executive cesmon, then the Presiling Otficer or-
Now, il we have no question before us—if iheee is no | ders the doors to be reopened ; and then the Senate goes
“husiness” belore ns—what s the subject-matter which | on and discusses thal quesLion in Open session.
in now before the Senale on which the segator makes his | Mr. SHIELDS Wil my [riend permit me fo say &
motion to shut the doors?  See how curious itis: *On a | word ! The bonorable genator says that when any one
motion made, and seeonded, to shut the doors of the Sen- | senator asks 10 have the galleries cleared and the doors
ate, on the discussion of any business.” There must be | #hal, it must be done; and then, he says, the Senute
something here in the nature of business. Have | aright | must go into seeret session (o decide whether they will
10 come in here the moment that the President takes his |sbot the doots or not—that is, we fist shut the doors,
sent in the morning, and move 10 shut the doors of the Sen. | and then go inlo secret session to determine whether it 18
ate, and tarn everybody out, | ecause, in my opinion, there | to be done or not. : . A
will be, or may be, or shonld be, something before the | Mr. STUART. Yes, sir;that is the clenr conatruetion
Senate in the course of the day which requires that there | of the rule, let me say (o \he senator, and the coly con-
should be u discussion in seeret? Surely nol.  [he rule | straction. 1t the senator will only read the rule, there
ia, *on the di of any * *" Not exeentive | cao, cerininly, L think, be no doubt of iis construslion,
iness, of coutse, because we cannot touch executive | The rule declures 1hat, “on a motion made and seconded
1siness until the dears are closed— ! to shut the doors of the Senate on the discgssion of any
Mr. MASON  (f the senator will allow me, T will te- | business which may, in the opinion of a member, require
lievie mysell and the Senutc of this difficuity. Tnasmuch lt‘c:ﬂe‘,"kc Now, what is the business that was pend-
as this matter sprang up in & borry, from my snxiety 1o | ing when the motion was made to shut the doors ! 1t was
get the Senate 1o go into execulive session, | made hat | the quebion ol going inlc executive session. In the
maotion, upon the suggestion of the senator over the way, | opinion of the senator from Delaware that business re-
that, to preclude discussion, we wonld better adhere to | quires secrecy—and under thia ruje he hasa right 1o en-

the homestead bill, and That . they will get | with the honomble senator {rom Delaware, (Mr, CLay- |the rule. | am salisfied now that the true wotion is to | tertain that opinion—and be accordingly moves to nhql
ose hondred and ‘lisly :_2::' :". f’"m""" 0 :hat Ih‘ry m::-:;":nh:rl.:::n‘r;e l%:l’::::”ﬂ::fl““-:"]":lnl!:!ill:‘ ‘KIIE:: rox,] that in discussing the relative merita of the subjects | proceed to the consideration of execative buosiness 1 :lh«- doora.  Then it is the mpenéwa -lul.y of the Presi.
bave got under bille previonsly passed. 1 ean inform | here thet is greater hmn;' it 18 domething whish tohe | Mhich call for the et nsideration of the Senate, the merils | will, therefore, withdraw my motion 1o shut the dqntl of | ding Officer h‘l' otder the doors 1o be sbat; and the rule
him, aleo, that he shall bave o report on hig bill before | g el o ‘M",,_‘_‘m citizan. From the Bighest sven | OLo0e that cun be consitered in open session can be dis- |the Senate, and move 10 proceed 1o the consideration of |goss on 1_0 say that the doors shall remain c]hnm] while
wgrest while; but | cannot eny bt it will be lavorable ;c, W i lh: yorv Jowest. . | ats not willln :, admit, by | cossed here, while the mesits of the one that #liould be | executive buosiness; and under the belief, upon my re. lthf‘ Sennte is discassing the motion 10 keep thewn shut—

Mr. GWIN 1 sball not interpose any objection 12 kg B l!h 1 Jagislution which ionk‘a Iyt .rrl"‘t considered 11 Koeret wession sannot be now discussed. In | sponsibility in mny place, t1at this question réquires that | that 18, the motion lo keep the doors shat while we are
obstacle 1o the eonsideration of executive business, but | ™¥ """:", e steapinn gt ke 001y 1 KIE! | ail governments there in a class of subject—pacticularly | (he galleries should he cleared, | now move, as ancillary | discussing the motion to go inlo executive session. That
s notices have been served hore in regard to billa as to | :?'m',":"":",;[,"_' ”.',':‘:',"_’m, e ot which sffeets | those that pertain Lo foriign relations, 10 wat, 10 Weaties, | 1o that motion , that the doors of the Senate be shut. is the English of it, and the only meaning there 18 in the

|
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d | the

Mr. BADGER

Mr. SHIELDS,
drawa his mo on, |

Mr BADGER
tor from Vieg

Very well ; that is the same question. [rule ; not (hat 5 senator may rise in his place and ey,
As the senmior (rom Yirginia with- | “Shut the coors”—uot at all; butin the opinion of n sen-
withdraw my apjeal. | ator, the hosiness under consideration i such that it ean-

I renew the appeal, becanse the sena- | not be properly discussed in open seasion In the opinion
makes (he sume demand to shot the | of the senator from Delaware, the business under eonnid-
| have no objection that (he rules | eration, which was & motion 10 go into executive seasion,
al the |eannot be properly discussed in open nession, and there-
cided | fore he moves to #hot the doors.  The duty of the Pres:-
Officer then 18 10 direct the galleries 10 be cleared

ihe doors to be whut, and ihey must remain shut

in
doors of the Senate
but it does seem to me that the usage— | ol the Senate shall be so amended as 10 provide th
question of going into executive session shall be decide
without debate. | have no disposition 1o debate this ! ding

question; but I bave not the least idea in the world of |an

having the rules and the whole practice of the Senate | while that motion is under di i and if the Senate
overtarned for the purpose of having an executive ses- idm:du inst that mation, then the doors are npened
mion. Lagain, and we go on discusing the motion to go into ex-

Now, air, | will fa)l back upon the question under the |ecutive session, which is the “husiness” referred to in this

tve was more ima:ﬂapt than either of these
bills, no senalor upon that side of the guestion could
open his lips and declare even what business it was that
was 1o come up in executive session. In order, there-
fore, 10 get & fair discossion of the question as 1o which
was entitled to priority—as (o which was the most indis-
naable as ting the interests of the country at
arge—which is & question of business of the Senate,
and not of law—in order to preyent the discussion
from being one-sided entirély, my colleague says to
the Senate he is not allowed 1o discuss his
side of the guesiion in open Sanate, and, as it is
necessary that it should be discussed in order to de-
termine the propriety of going into executive session,
he maves that the doors be closed. He gives it as his
opinion, and upon his responsibility asa member of the
Senute, that the discussion is one which _secrecy.
Now, when you close your doors upon his motion, not
going into executive session, but going into secret ses-
sion, for the purpose of discussing thal motion which the
rule Tequires yon to o upon the allegation of a senator,
if it should turn out that he cnly wanis & fa-
vorite confirmed, he would meel the censure of the Sen-
ate. | do not suppose any senator would make a mo-
tion upon that ground, But you cannot determine, before
you have shut the doors, what ihegrounds are ; and when
you shut the doors, you do determine then. Shutung
the doors is not going into executive session ; it is for the
purpose of debating the question which, on the allegation
of the senator, it requires secrecy to debute. The senator
stands upon his own responsibility in thal allegation,
and be must suffer in the judgment of his eompeers if
he makes the motion upon (rivolous giounds. You
have no right 10 assoiwe that it is made upon frivolous
grounds antil yoo bave shut the dooce and heard a state-
ment as 1o what the grounds are, and what ia the char-
acter of the business which tle unligml’u says reqilires
that you should go into execative sexsion lor the purp
of disposing of Tr. In prelerence 10 your komestead bills,
or your railroad bills, whicl way be matiers of great im-
portance 10 the conutry | <u'onit that, unless the mo-
tion made by the senator from Viegnia 10 go jo execu-
tive sesaion wis busiess. no memoer has a right 1o dia-
ks it—ihat you eannot diseuss that which is not busi
sest of the Senate ; and to confive the word “business”™
nerely to the pussage of & law, |» giving the ward a dif-
ferent meaning (rom its usuu! wignification, and one to
which it s by no means entiiled. 1 the question of
ariority of business is a question open fo debate, as it
as always been considered in this body, then, | say it
is business of the Senate. 3
Mr. TOUCEY. 1 do not risa for the purpose of dis-
cussing this question, | think it does not need discas-
sion. 1 meeds only a statement of the decision of the
Chair to arrive at the conclumon wheiher that decision
was correct of not.  The gentleman from Virginia moved

to go into execulive session. While that motion was
pending before the 8 nd prang up, and
the motion was debated by several members in ion

1o it.  Upon the ion of the senator (rom Virginia
trholhrri:gll discussien was in order, the Chair decided
that it was in order to diseuss that question; thal upon
the motion that was pending it was in order to present
the conmiderations that were presented in relerence o
thiree other very important hille, as to whether they were
not entitied to priority.  The discossion went 08, The
sepator from Virginia then mowved that the doors be

consideration of the Senate, which, the bonorable senator | rale, with open doors. On the o1l the Senate de-
from Virginin suggests, in hia judgment, requires that 1k few that the senator from Delaware was right in requir

e | g1
doors should be closed requices n secret session. It in | that (he doors should bashat, (he Senate goes on wit

hut, and, | suppose, for the very obvious reason that if
.hl“l in i ’:unl on, only one side conld be presented
of the question then under debate. Thoss who were in

favor af going Ial0 exsculive session were not able to

the motion to proceed 1o the leration of ve | the ¢ of the motion 1o go into executive session y 1 represent to the Senate
au’i::u:. Lot pn- s, There is, then, no business be- | which, | say again, is 1he bosiness referred 1o, with the x:ﬁ;m:ﬁ 01‘; hl'l?e cl?::?n:: which was in
fure the Senate, There is a motion that we shall proceed | doors elosed, and the doors eontinue 10 ba elose d. axeculive session, becauss they were in open session.
10 the consideration el some busimess or other I Mr DOUGLAS | have buta wond to say upon this They therefore demanded that pending the discaasion of

k It is an important goestion as affect.

SON. 1 1 tioti. 1 thin g
Mr. MASON, Will the senator allow me to ask a | questio d. herefore, il we are to decide it, it

uestion ! 1s nol & motion 1o go inlo executive session | ing the rales; an i
ﬂhmmrn" pending before the R?-nm.? |ought 1o be decided rightly [ do not think that the
Mr. BADGER. No, it 1t has o veference 1o busi- | business referced 1o apon which the doors may b elosed
ness in the sense of this rule.  The meaving of this tnloiuptm the motion of the senator, is » n o go into
in, beyond all dispute, (hat when there is belore the Sen. | executive seasion. I thiak it is clear that this rale relers
ate any question, or subject, or business, in ite nature of |10 n case where there is discassion pending in the Senate,
n legislative character, ordinaridy to betr ted in open | When o member rises and suggests that, in the dincussion
session, and || n senntor makes s motion o shot the | of that pending question, the public inlerest requiras the
doors, staling, &s his opinion, that his business requires | doors 1o be closed.  Upon that suggestion or motion the
senreCy, W Are 10 go |ilo seerel session—not executive [ doors most be closed uniil the Senate decides the ques-
wension—and when in that seeret session we are to dis- | lion whether ot not thes onght to be closed 3 whether or
cuss the propriety of that motion.  The doors are to be | not the s bject shonld be discussed jn private or in pab-
kept elosed natil we have decided upon the propriety of | lic.  The rule.only rolern to & pending discussion in the
the motion 10 consider the business in executive session. | Seonte—in w matter of legislative business, i you ’“'"i
According 10 the wlea of the senator from Virginia, | which i being conducted in open Senate, in the coursé o
the motion to § 1 to the leration of executive | which discussion a ion is made that itis not prop-
bhusiness is iteell  business” before the Senate, within | et that the dwcussion ould go on in open session, but
ing of the rule, and that question is 1o be dis- | that the doors should be The Senate, in that

will notdo 1o give one set of reasona in secrel an
then open the doors snd give & vole without being akle 10
ive any rensons for thal vole in open session. The
l‘hing would be absurd in bsell, I the motion of the
honorable senator from Virginin previils, we shall first

wand in seorel. Very well ; then the Senate procesds (o | case, would have to close the doors in order to decide
:‘i'nm":t in mm:r:nd wlllu.l do they d.cidwt Whan | that point.  According 16 the rile, on a motion made and
we g0 in10 aecrel senuion what is the resolt 7 What :‘h.:ﬁ m i: ;::‘m &mm_dl‘ the mi:.!a‘ :Il( _
we then 10 discoss? The qoestion in 'Lh&ﬂl!‘l' we L hich 1 v

have to go into secrel session—nol sxecutive i
mark you, hut secrel session—and close the doors—a
Me. MASON. Will the honorable senmtor from 110
nois allow me a moment! | really do not wish to pro-
long the debate, [ aabmit 1o him that this is the con-
stroetion of the rale : The rule says that a member may,
wpon his reaponsibility, move 10 shat the doors of the
ate, and when be has made (hat motion, the Presi-
wtof the Senate s, by the rule, direoted to order the
allorios 1o be cloared,  When that is done, the Senate in
fn socret weasion, and it may then determine whether the
member was nghi—wheiher the business for which he
proposed that the galleries shionld be cleared is of & char-
weter 1o he copuiderad in secret T'hat 18 the con-
atrnetion of the rul
Mr. SHIELDS.

.. '
Perhiaps that is the proper view of it.

R iy ¢ g g e elkand sl by, Sessia-duskies e potats I
i the only question,  Does anybody su that that | m i
rale wnu}n;l intended 10 apply 1’; u’y wuch casn! Has | therelore relates 1o a pen question—a_pending dis-
anyhody ever attempled 4o to apply it before? Not at | cossion. Now, | subimit there was no pending
alll The only case that | recollect in which this rale [ question of discussion in this case upon which & sugges-
has ever hean attempted to be applied was a ber of | tion eould be made that sscrecy was requi
ears ago, whet, [ think, the seantor from South Caro-| Mr. MASON. [ made a motion.
ina suggested 1hat the matter then pending before the [ Mr, CLAYTON. I the senator from Illinois will al-
Sennte wis o matter which ought to ba di in me- | low me, | would nak him, was not the question pend-
cret """1-‘:." u:;. anked that the galleries n‘hi :.l ::.l'.; .:ad- .“l.hm v ! hm‘?‘um
cleared, That snbject;was one in ite natare legislative, when : motion
o1, api proget 1o b'c dernd 10 ! And | mhethos the homestead bill or ! wlon tronty. was
-:nlmhaub

buriness which ma
quire necreecy,

Chair would have

of the Chair was right, and that the rale is
other hasiness of the Senate

10 be forced into a position of voting in
other measures a

that motion the doors should be closed. Now, il I un-
derstund the decision af the Chair, it was that a motion
to go into exeontive session was hosiness under discun-

won
The PRESIDENT. _ Certainly. A
Mr TOUCEY. “Ona made and s 10
sbut the doors of the Senate on the discussion of any
, in the opinion of a member, re-
the President shall direct the gallery to
be cleared ©  Now, the Chair has simply that
the discussion of that motion wasthe discussion of busi-
B e e, Desiaas praing s e
L the U w| & husi 1
o wor “réplied, it is the motion of the senat
umlhrha .nbu‘ . mﬂ_m t;:n
t business—pe -
the decision
cable 10
the motion 10 go inlo ¢ xecutive m&n;];s :;! :fl:u. a::

o culiﬂl o
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from ﬂmm“l 1o ;: li‘:
huwiness—and mo
fore the Senate. 1 think it is obwous that
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ol th
be applied and
“gh.:.lzll ENT. ‘l‘lumtihit wonld prefer to have
[ nays

&h“rm'ﬁi' l’nglkufnr the yeas and nays.
They o S SNT The Ui will et the qrestion

IDENT w q "
nt‘tn’:ﬁ%sm that, npon & motion made by the sen-
ator from Virginia, the business of the Senate was pend-

ther only meaning of that rule is, that entitled 1o ¢ And was not the Gadaden:
jeet bafore tha.Lnu. wml:n’ly praper to be discussed

in public seasion, if & senator that there i any-
thing in coonexion with it, ntial or secret, which

then, neoessarily, 1o @ certain m.wm
cussion before the L and was it right that it shonld
ba made a subject i in open Senate? [ put

|

—ihal businesa heing the motion 1o go into executive
i.‘onbn.l The senntor Virginia, in the course of the
discussion upon that motion te that there mre
reasons why this motion en this business pendiog be-




